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Where Judges is situated in the storyline of the Bible 

 

The book of Judges describes a series of 12 leaders or delivers referred to as 

Judges that God raised up temporarily for the nation of Israel during their 

early years in the Promised Land. You might think of Judges as a bridge 

between the days of Joshua and the era of the kings of Israel.  

 

The nation of Israel began when God entered into a covenant with Abraham 

and promised to make him a great nation, set apart to be God’s own special 

people who would one day have their own land—the promised land. In the 

days of Joseph, Abraham’s decedents moved to Egypt where they grew 

massively in numbers but were enslaved by the Egyptians. To keep His 

promise, God raised up Moses to deliver the people from Egypt with 10 

supernatural plagues that demonstrated the Almighty power of Israel’s God, 

Yahweh. For 40 years Moses led the disobedient, grumbling, faith-stumbling 

Israelites through the wilderness because they refused to trust God with the 

faith needed to follow Him into the promises land. When Moses died he 

passed the baton to Joshua, God’s chosen leader, to take a new generation 

of Israelites into the Promised Land.  

 

The book of Joshua relates the story of how Joshua led the people into the 

promised land and conquered the wicked Canaanite people who lived there. 

So the book of Joshua is the story of the physical conquest of the land of 

Canaan. The book of Judges takes place after the death of Joshua and 

explains how the Israelites failed to follow God with careful obedience and 

faith and as a result were conquered by the sinful and idolatrous culture 

that remained in the Promised Land. Israel’s compromise resulted in their 

oppression by their enemies, but when they cried out to God for help, He 

raised up Judges to deliver them from their enemies. The last two judges in 

Israel, Eli and Samuel, are not in the book of Judges but in I and II Samuel. 

Samuel then anoints the first king of Israel which begins the era of the kings 

of Israel in the books of Kings and Chronicles.  

 

So the book of Judges is link between the time of Moses and Joshua and the 

time of the Kings. Sadly, the book of Judges tells of a time when the lack of 

stable godly leadership regressed to the point of every man doing what was 

right in his own eyes (Jud 17:6; 21:25).  

 

How Judges relates to the overarching message of the Bible 

 

So what does the book of Judges have to do with the overall message of the 

Bible? It’s a link in a long chain of people showing that no human leader was 

sufficient to ultimately deliver God’s people from their waywardness. 

Abraham, Moses, Joshua, the Judges, the Kings, the Prophets, and a lot of 

people in between were mightily used of God yet no human could 

ultimately meet man’s need. God Himself would have to save and transform 

His people through Jesus Christ. Judges points us to the our need for the 

gospel—to be saved by grace; to be saved by a divine mercy that we do not 

deserve! Mark Dever put it this way: “We are meant to be morally and 

emotionally tired by the time we finish reading [the book of Judges]. And we 

are meant to despair of trusting in any other judge to save us”
1
 In other 

words, Jesus alone is the perfect priest, law-keeper, judge, king, and 

prophet that we need.
2
 

 

Tim Keller describes the book of Judges as “despicable people doing 

deplorable things.”
3
 Not only do the people sin greatly against the Lord, but 

most of the Judges could hardly be good role models for our kids with the 

exception of some momentary obedience which God uses to fulfill His 

purposes and deliver His people. The only true hero of Judges is God Himself 

as the covenant-keeping God of long-suffering mercy. Judges demonstrates 

that the Bible is not just a ‘Book of Virtures,’ nor is it merely a collection of 
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inspirational stories because its not just about following moral examples. 

Ultimately, the Bible is about a holy God of grace who rescues undeserving 

sinners out of the mess of their sin.
4
  

 

General Overview of the book of Judges itself 

 

The book of Judges is about God’s stunning faithfulness and mercy to His 

undeserving people as they are increasingly conformed to the wicked 

culture of the Canaanites. Under Joshua they conquered the land militarily, 

but now during the times of the Judges their remaining enemies in the land 

conquer them culturally. Their moral and spiritual undoing is the result of 

failing to obey God’s commands because these generations do not know 

and love God.  

 

Throughout the book of Judges there is a 4 part cycle that is repeated 7 

times.  

A. God’s people do evil in the sight of the Lord
5
, breaking covenant 

and provoking Him to anger. Though God has blessed His people and 

brought them into the land, and though He delivers them many times, the 

people forget the goodness of God and drift into sin which gets 

progressively worse every time. How many times do we respond to God’s 

blessing and goodness with ingratitude and sin?  

B. God disciplines His people by subjecting them to their enemies. 

This is where we will see repeatedly the glorious mystery of God’s 

sovereignty. His greatness is so magnificent that He directs and uses 

godless, wicked nations to fulfill His purposes of disciplining His 

people to drive them to repentance.  These godless oppressors are 

neither puppets on a string (they do what they want), nor are they 

independent of the God of heaven (they do what God wants).  

 

Mark Dever explained it this way: “Basic to the Bible is the idea that 

God is sovereign. For every set of human actions, at least two sets 
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of motives are involved.” There’s a human set of motives because 

we choose to do what we want to do and therefore we are 

responsible for what we do. There’s also a divine set of motives 

because God reigns over all things and uses man’s choices to 

accomplish divine purposes. So these pagan nations are not saying 

to themselves, we want to be a tool in the hand of God to bring 

Israel to repentance. No, their motive is entirely selfish and 

malicious.
6
 Yet they act, unknowingly, at God’s holy bidding. They 

will be judged for their evil hearts, but in the process they will be 

used of God for purposes not their own. That’s how great our 

sovereign Lord is!  

C. God’s people cry out to Him for mercy. Even in our own lives, God will 

order hard circumstances as opportunities for us to examine our hearts 

and our allegiances to see where we need to change, to repent.
7
 

D. God raises up a deliver according to His mercy. Not because they 

deserve it, but because God is faithful to His covenant; because God keeps 

His promises;  because God honors repentance; because God is 

orchestrating a bigger plan to redeem His people through Christ.  

 

Through this 4 part cycle, a number of themes will emerge. We’ll see that…
8
 

� God offers His grace to people who don’t deserve it or even truly 

appreciate it afterward.  

� God wants lordship over all aspects of our lives—halfway, half-hearted 

discipleship is not discipleship at all. You may not fully reject God, but do 

you fully accept Him as your Master? Compromise is not an option. God is 

not willing to share you any more than you should be willing to share your 

spouse with a stranger. He’s hostile toward idolatry.  

� God is both holy and just as well as a Giver of Grace. How can He be both 

to a sinful people? Only the gospel can resolve this tension.  

� There is a need for continual spiritual renewal during our earthly lives. 

� We need a true Savior to which all human delivers point, both through 

their flaws and strengths.  

� God is in charge, regardless of what things look like to us.  
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Judges 1:1 – 2:5: A historical and geographical overview of Israel’s spiritual 

decline and violation of God’s covenant. It provides historical evidence of 

Israel’s disobedience which leads to its failures.  

 

Now, jumping into Judges 1:1 is like jumping into the middle of a story. We 

need some background from Deuteronomy and Joshua. In Deuteronomy 7, 

God commands and warns the people to utterly destroy the wicked people 

of Canaan and make no compromises or covenants with them [Deut 7:1-6]. 

 

We might wonder why God gave such extreme commands for utter 

destruction. This is a unique kind of war called the herem (ban). The herem 

was a specific command by God Himself to wipe out an entire population.  

� The herem went beyond the normal rules God had established for 

war (see Deut 20 for differences).  

� What the herem is not: 

i. Not imperialistic conquest. Israel was not allowed to take 

any plunder or slaves. 

ii. Not the oppression or extinction of an innocent people. 

These were wicked, God-hating people of the vilest degree.  

iii. Not an open license for genocide. Its purpose is not the 

extinction of a race but the cleansing of a specific land from 

idols and idol worship (and anything associated with it).  

� So why the herem?  

i. It is an act of Divine judgment God Himself is initiating 

through Israel on evil people. Deut 9:5—“It is because of 

the wickedness of these nations that the Lord your God is 

driving them out…” According to Deut, these were haters of 

God (Deut 7:10) who had performed “every abominable act 

which the Lord hates” for their false gods including burning 

their own children as sacrifices. God is free to exact His 

judgment on sinners at any time (sooner or later).  

ii. It was to cleanse the land of wicked idolatry and therefore 

protect the vulnerable hearts of His children from the same 

destructive sin (Deut 7:16; 20:18) Israel was to be set apart as 

holy to the Lord (Deut 7:6). 

iii. It was an act of God’s faithfulness to uphold His covenant 

promise to give his land to Abraham’s descendants.   

 

At the end of Joshua, Joshua reminds the people of God’s command: [Josh 

23:6-14] So Joshua is saying, don’t compromise and associate with these 

forbidden nations because their evil spiritual influence will be your fatal 

downfall. Rather you are to love the Lord your God with a single-hearted 

devotion, keeping in mind that not one word of His promise has failed! So be 

confident in the face of all odds/fear and trust the Lord to fight for you! 

 

So how did Israel do? Judges chapter 1 sums up the answer to that question. 

[Judges 1:1-36] 

 

So Judah gets off to a good start, inquiring of the Lord, obeying the Lord, 

trusting the Lord, and they win many battles, until vs. 19 when their faith 

falters. From there the rest of the chapter is a downhill slide of compromise, 

making forbidden covenants with the Canaanites rather than upholding 

their covenant with God. The Israelites begin to rely on their own human 

sense of reason and justice rather than obeying God’s absolute word. As a 

result they forfeit ground they should have gained with God’s help and they 

fail to take full possession of the land. If the Israelites had continued to trust 

the Lord, they would have triumphant by God’s hand—God had promised it 

(Deut 7:1-2)! But when they failed to trust the Lord, not only did they forfeit 

God’s power, they provoked that hand of the Lord to be against themselves 

(Judges 2:15—“wherever they went, the hand of the Lord was against them 

for evil…”)
9
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As we get further into chapter two, we will understand more of what was 

happening behind the scenes of Israel’s failed military attempts. Here’s 

what happened: Israel failed to trust the Lord to defeat these seven nations 

that were greater and stronger than they were. Rather they compromised 

by entering covenants of peace with these nations and came under the 

deluding influence of their idolatrous worship and turned away from the 

Lord (broke covenant with Him). “What began as toleration became 

apostasy. What seemed so reasonable proved lethal. Living with the 

Canaanites led to worshiping with the Canaanites.” Fail to destroy Baal’s 

altars “and sooner or later you bow at Baal’s altar.”
10

 Unguarded familiarity 

with ways of the world will make us first sympathetic and then vulnerable 

to embracing God-opposing ideas as reasonable.  

 

They allowed the pagan culture to shape them rather than God Himself. And 

we face the very same temptation today! We live in a society characterized 

by spiritual pluralism and increasing paganism.  Every day we are faced with 

the choice of looking to God as Lord or following the spirit and preferences 

of the age. Every day we must determine whether we will know, love and 

obey God, or whether we will do what is right in our own eyes
11

 (Jud 21:25). 

Proverbs 21:2—“Every man’s way is right in his own eyes, but the Lord 

weights the hearts.”  

 

What is God’s response to all of this? [Judges 2:1-5]  

 

God’s discipline on the Israelites would be severe and the consequences of 

their sin would be long-lasting. When the Israelites were confronted with 

the cost of their disobedience, they wept bitterly. Likewise, we must 

examine our hearts. Are we walking in covenant faithfulness with God—

with single-hearted loyalty to Him? Or have we given in to idolatry by 

serving lesser gods? What is really mastering us when the pressure is on? 

Our God? Our culture? Our self-made view of what we think life should be? 

When the Lord confronts us with our waywardness, it may be appropriate 
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for us to weep over our sin, yet no amount of weeping can replace genuine 

repentance that once again puts God in His proper place as supreme.  

 

What we learn from Judges 1 

 

Life Principle: Our lack of careful obedience and faith before God will make 

us vulnerable to the deluting and deceptive ways of our world.  

Exhortation: Don’t be shaped by our culture simply because you refuse to be 

shaped by divine truth! If you aren’t shaped by God’s Word, you will be 

shaped by a corrupt world.  

 

Communion:  

 

Prov- 21:2 - Every man's way is right in his own eyes, But the LORD weighs 

the hearts. 

 

Rom 12:1-2 - And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 

the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that 

which is good and acceptable and perfect. 

 

*The cross provides forgiveness for the purpose of transformation. Don’t 

settle for half-hearted discipleship which is not discipleship at all.  


